8th Grade Summer Reading

Hello my friends! I am incredibly excited to have you in my 8th grade class this

year! My name is Ms. Kauffer and I will be your Literature teacher for the 2026-2027

school year. To prepare you for the year, I have created this required Summer Reading

assignment.

You will be reading one book this summer that you choose from the list below.

You will then complete the two projects below. Assignments will be due the first day

of school. No late assignments will be accepted.

8th Grade Summer Reading Book Options

Alone by Megan E. Freeman

Magnus Chase and The Gods of Asgard: The Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier

Ground Zero by Alan Gatz

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

The Secret Keepers by Trenton Lee Stewart

Where She Fell by Kaitlin Ward

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos

Summer Reading Assignment One: Character Diary



Prossntation

Your second assignment is to make a presentation about the book that you chose. You

may use a poster board or you may create a Powerpoint presentation. The goal is to make an

eyecatching and informative presentation about your book. You will present this on the first

day of school.
Your presentation will need to include:

e Title
e Author
e Genre
® Setting
e A brief summary of the book
o A list of characters and their roles in the book
Your presentation should also answer the following questions:
e Why did you choose this book?
® Is there anything you would’ve changed about the book?
e Would you recommend this book to your friends?
e Did you enjoy this book?

Example Posterboard Presentation:




Create a diary kept by a main character in your selected book. Write a diary that

one of the book’s main characters might have written surrounding the book's events. It

should be done from that person’s point of view revealing all the major events in his/her

life and his/her feelings about these events. Include their hopes, dreams, problems,

concerns and frustrations. Remember that the character's thoughts and feelings are very

important in a diary.

This project will be due on the first day of school. Be prepared to talk about

your diary project with the class.

Assignment Requirements

The diary entries should be handwritten and legible. Points will be deducted if
I cannot read your work.

On the first page, include an information sheet identifying the full name of

the character, his/her age or birth date (if known), where he/she lives, and

any other important information. Don’t forget to include the title and

author of the book here.

The entries in your diary should stretch out over the entire period of time

that the novel covers - from the beginning of the novel to the end. I recommend
writing an entry every few chapters so the project doesn’t feel as overwhelming
and you can put more detail into it.

Write dates for the entries, if possible.

Minimum of 10 diary entries.

Organize the diary — make sure it is in proper order.

Create a cover for your diary that is eye-catching and relevant to the character you

are writing about.

Summer Reading Assignment Two:



